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2.5- 1OX5OSCOPEREVIEW

hen I was asked to review the Vixen 2.5-rc
x50, I was about to fit one to the Sako 85
Deluxe that I have reviewed in this edition.
This added an extra element to mytesting.

Will these two items do justice to one
another? Does each have accuracy that
is good enough to fully complement one
another? All are good questions. The
shorl answer is yes they do. If you have
read my review of the Sako 85 you will
have noted that the accuracy obtained
with this combination was extreme, and
that 0.5 inch group shot was simply the
best "I" could shoot a30106 over a bench
in those conditions. I believe this scope/
rifle combination would shoot a one-hole
group, ifthe "shooter" was good enough.

The truth is many scopes on the market
are not capable of this level of accuracy
for many reasons, including design,
lens quality and engineering. All these
factors affect a scope's accuracy, not
to mention how well it survives recoil,
thumps and bumps, or being dropped or
fallen on. "You don't do that you say",
then I guess r./ou don't hunt sambar.

Vixen have been building high quality
optical equipment for over 60 years in
Japan, and theirproducts are undeniably
very good. Vixen equipment is not cheap
but if you compare apples with apples its
value for money becomes apparent. Many
scopes seem OK in good light but as light
fades so does their clarity, whilst the very
best scopes enable you to see detail well
after you can't see it with your naked eye.

A scope's ability in poor light is extremely
important as many game animals -
particularly sambar - are shot at first and
last light. This is especially true for the
older and wiser trophy sambar stags.

Forthis review acolleague andl compared
the Mxen 2.5-10 x 50 with seven other
high quality scopes for optical clarity and
definition from good light through until
dark. Some ofthe scopes we compared cost
two to three times as much as the Vixen.
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After that I tried moving the reticle
around the grid in a pattern back to
zero, i.e. 18 clicks right, 18 clicks
down, 18 clicks left and 18 clicks
up. And yes, it came back exactly to
the same grid intersection every time.
You can't get elevation and windage
adjustments that are more accurate
than that.

Last, but far from least on the opposite
side to the windage turret is aparallax
adjustment dial .  This removes
paral lax error at any given range.
Simply set the dial for the range you
are shooting at and no more error.

What is parallax error you ask? Well it
is optical error created when your eye
is not in exactly the same position in
relation to the scope every time. Most
modern scopes are adjusted to be
parallax free at 100 yards or metres,
this means at other ranges parallax
error can and does come into play.

An interesting exercise you can do
is set your rifle/scope up solidly
so you can align the crosshairs on
a small object at various distances
then without moving the rifle move
your eye around in small circles
while looking through the scope.
How much does your reticle appear
to move over your chosen target?
Shocked? - Many people will be.
When shoot ing at ranges up to
300m using a high quality scope
this will not be an issue. But for
precise shooting at ranges past 300m
it is an important considerat ion.

Reticle
The reticle in this scope is interesting.
At first glance it appears to be a
standard German No. 4 although
on closer inspection the top vertical
wire appears to be very slightly
thicker than the others. Vixen advise
this is due to the LED current being
run down through the top hair to
power the illuminated red dot. Vixen
also advise that the reticle is not
constructed ofwire, but is glass etched.
The cross hairs look a little thicker
than some, but stil l only seem to
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cover approx. 0.5 MOA according
to my eye when on 10 power and
approx. 2 MOA on 2.5.  This is
obviously fine enough for any "game
hunting" at normal ranges and high
precision shooting generally, and
being in the second focal plane
acfually covers more area at lower
magnification, less at high power for
precision shooting, as it should be.
Here is the interesting bit though, the
centre ofthe cross has an illuminated
red dot that covers no more area than
the cross itself - approx. 0.5 MOA.

Now I simply don't like illuminated
reticles, mainly because many are
so bright they diminish your low
light vision. But the red dot on the
Mxen is so fine and precise that I
found it to be an aid to fine accuracy
in full sunlight, but also a great aid
to shooting quickly and accurately in
dull light or at moving targets close
in. I found that with the scope set at
2.5 power it's just like having a red
dot sight. You can't lose it in thick
brush and twigs either, so personally
I am a fan of this feature and would
be more than happy to have it on all
my scopes as it really is excellent.

Overview
I believe the Vixen LVF 2.5-10 x
50 has absolutely everything you
could need. From its long 102mm
eye relief for use on the heaviest
recoi l ing r i f les,  i ts  opt ical  and
engineering quality and construction,
i ts precis ion components and
designing, the parallax adjustment
and red dot.  Even the range of
magnification covers 900% or more
of hunting situations on most rifles
for all but specialist applications.

I really have trouble finding anything
negative to say about this scope. It is
not the most compact or lightest scope
available, but you must have some
weight to have sufficient strength
and all those extra features do result
in some bulk. So there you have it.
Ifyou need a new scope take a close
look - you'll be impressed I'm sure.
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Vixen Parallax Adjustment Knob

Vixen Elevation & Windage Adjustmer:

Vixen DialUp Knob


